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California’s capital is a long way from Iowa, but 
Ann Madden Rice followed her career across 
the country in 2006 to take on the leadership of 
UC Davis Medical Center as Chief Executive 
Officer. Recognized in 2012 as one of the 
nation’s top 120 women health-care leaders 
and the recipient of numerous industry awards, 
Rice manages a 619-bed hospital with affiliated 
clinics in 10 communities, a workforce of 8,000 
and an annual budget of $1.4 billion.

The daughter of a mother who practiced nursing 
for 50 years and of a father who worked as a 
firefighter, Rice was connected to health care 
from early childhood. Attracted to accounting as 
a freshman at Iowa State University, she went 
on to earn a master’s degree in accounting 
(1983) at the University of Iowa. She and her 
husband, Tom Rice, who has a PhD in 
political science, established their early 
careers in Vermont, where she worked at a 
University-affiliated hospital for nine years 
and then became CFO of a local community 
hospital. The 13 years spent in Vermont saw 
the births of their two daughters, Katherine 
and Charlotte.

The family returned to Iowa, where Rice 
served as the Chief Financial Officer and Chief 
Operating Officer for the University of Iowa 
Hospitals and Clinics, while her husband served 
as Associate Provost and Dean of Faculty at the 
University of Iowa. In 2006, she was attracted 
to UC Davis by the spirit of innovation and the 
integration of the health system. “It was a good 
match from the beginning,” she points out, 
made even better by the fact that she truly loves 
Sacramento and the surrounding region.

When asked what makes UC Davis stand 
out, Rice states that “the strong collaborative 
environment, a robust community of high 
quality physicians, excellence in primary 
care, and a very solid information technology 
infrastructure has positioned the medical center 
very well to weather the present and future 
challenges of health-care reform.” She sees 
these as strengths that many other medical 
centers simply do not have. Our nationally 
designated Cancer Center, huge investments 
in IT and imaging, and fine departments such 
as Emergency Medicine and Ophthalmology, 
among others, makes us unique in the region. 
In the nation, UC Davis is one of only a few 
institutions that have made major investments 
in IT and telemedicine, and this will likely 
continue as we go forward. 

For the immediate future, Rice sees our biggest 
challenge as the increasing need for greater 
collaboration with the community. With only 
13% of the inpatient market share, UC Davis 
nonetheless provides nearly 60% of the indigent 
care in the region. Responding effectively to 
the community-wide challenges related to 
indigent and uninsured populations will require 
more holistic community participation and 
collaboration.

Of the Eye Center, Rice points out that, “I am 
a very satisfied patient.” She sees the Eye 
Center as one of the “triple threat” departments 
at UC Davis: providing excellent clinical care, 
great education, and high quality investigational 
science.

Managing a system of this size that has so 
many moving parts is a consuming task. By 
her own admission, she works a lot–in fact, 
most of the time. But Rice has found a strong 
community of friends in Sacramento. She is an 
avid gym aficionado, which keeps her fit and 
mentally clear.

Despite her huge responsibilities at 
UC Davis Medical Center, she also manages 
to serve on several national, regional and local 
boards. She is on the Executive Committee 
and chairs the Audit and Corporate Operations 
Committee of the University Health System 
Consortium. She serves as an elected delegate 
from District 9 to the American Hospital 
Association’s Regional Policy Board, and 
the California Senate appointed Rice to the 
California Health Facilities Financing Authority. 
She is secretary/treasurer of the Hospital 
Council of Northern California, which she will 
chair beginning in 2015. Rice is immediate 
past chair of the Sacramento Area Commerce 
and Trade Organization and serves on the 
Executive Committee of the Sacramento Metro 
Chamber. 

For Ann Madden Rice, no day is without 
challenges, some of which are quite daunting. 
But she has assembled a strong and reliable 
administrative team and keeps her focus 
squarely on the goal. Even with the bumps in 
the road, she is guided by her vision of making 
UC Davis Medical Center recognized as the 
great regional and national health-care system 
that it is. We thank her for her strong leadership.
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